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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON MONDAY

7th JANUARY 2019 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor R Whittaker (Town Mayor)
Councillor D Favor (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Hodges, Mrs Mainstone, Mockford, 
Ody, Osborne, Sweatman, Visser, Webster and Wyan 

Others present:  Town Clerk and 24 Members of the Public.   

The Town Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all with particular reference to 
Sue Edgeson from MSVA.  He also wished everyone a HAPPY NEW YEAR.

40 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no public questions.

41 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Mrs Belsey – detained on business
Cllr Mrs Mockford  - detained on business 
Cllr Mrs Russell - away
Cllr Saull - personal commitment
Cllr Peacock - unwell

42 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 1ST OCTOBER 2018 

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes for signature; as a correct 
record of the Meeting of 1ST October 2018

43 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

 Cllrs Hodges and Osborne declared personal and prejudicial interests in Item 
9 Finance & General Purposes minutes regarding of Town Twinning and the 
hiring Old Court House respectively, there was no discussion on these items 
therefore they did not withdraw but declined to vote on the items.   

44 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor thanked all who worked hard during 2018 for the betterment of 
East Grinstead and East Grinstead Town Council. The Town Mayor referred to his 
list of attendances as below.
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MAYOR’S DIARY EVENTS
October 4th 2018 to 18th December 2018

Oct
1 Rotary Golf Day
4 Chequer Mead Solar PV installation launch
5 High Sheriff Civic Service, Worthing
5 Saint Hill Event  *
6 EG & District Lions Club 50th Charter Anniversary Crowne Plaza
7 Saint Hill Gala Charity Concert   *
8 Lingfield Prep School – Year 1
9 Stone’s Family Butcher opening
9 Meridian Hall Public Meeting   *
10 EG Health & Wellbeing day – Mayor’s parlour
11 Adam Dabell Memorial Football match
12 Mid Sussex Design Awards
14 St Catherine’s Hospice Walk – Cheque Presentation
14 EG Schools Cross Country Championships
16 Chairman of Sevenoaks Charity Circuit of Brands Hatch
19 Soroptimist International Battle for the Ballot Box
19 Anniversary of East Grinstead Society East Court AGM
19 Felbridge Cricket Club Awards 
22 Collection of RBL boxes
24 Travelodge Ribbon cutting and champagne reception
25 Opening of Marketing Suite Weston Homes
26 Collection Boxes and Tins to shops in the Town RBL
27 Job Club at Jubilee Community Centre
27 ME Charity event hosted by EG Lions
30 RSPB Local Group 20th Anniversary 

Nov 
1 Welcome reception St Feliu’s community choir
3          East Grinstead Rugby Club lunch and charity cheque presentation  *
3 St Feliu twinning Choral concert at St Mary’s  *
6 RBL collection day at the Station
7 Sainsbury RBL collection 
8 Filming Town Council Beacon Lighting
9 Revenue Grant Presentation Cheque Foodbank
9 East Grinstead Concert Band – Poppy Appeal  *
11 Remembrance Sunday E.G & Reconcilliation Service at Chichester Cathedral  *
11 Town Council Beacon Lighting  *
12 Collection of tins and boxes from Town RBL
13 Youth Speaks – Rotary  *
16 Age UK AGM and presentation of revenue grant  *
17 Big Reveal Lights on   *
18 Saint Hill Christmas Tree switch on  *
19 Age UK Meal/Quiz   *
20 Rotary Young Chef Imberhorne School
21 Opening Spring Copse - Clarion
24 East Grinstead Rotary Christmas Tree Lighting   *
24 Mayor of Sevenoaks Hockey Match
25 St Swithuns Mayor’s Civic Service   *
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26 The Ghurka Charity Meal  *
30 Twinning AGM
30 RBL Dinner and Dance   *

1 EGMAF Christmas dinner at Sweetwoods  *
2 Lions Christmas shopping event
2 Scout awards Trinity Church
3 Cantu Amici Sackville College  *
5 Opening Christmas market Imberhorne School
5 Band of the Irish Guards Chequer Mead  *
9 Tree of Light St Catherine’s Hospice    *
9 Chairman of Mid Sussex Civic Service   *
10 Disability Access Revenue Grant presentation
10 Short Mat Bowls Revenue Grant presentation 
12 Rotary Christmas evening at Sweetwoods    *
15 St Swithun’s Concert
16 EGRFC Junior Awards
17 St Swithun’s Sackville School
18 ATC AGM & Annual Display   *
23 Mayor’s Christmas Carols   *

*Consort in attendance

Deputy Mayor in attendance
Oct
6 Charity Dinner & Dance 5th Anniversary Filipino Nurses Jubilee Centre  
Nov
13 East Grinstead Music & Arts Festival
Dec
1 MSOPC Christmas Party Lindfield          
9 Friends of Arundel Cathedral Advent Vespers    

Other Councillors attendance on behalf of Town Mayor:  
October 21 Civic Service Mayor of Crawley The Friary, Haslett Avenue 
Councillors Julie & Norman Mockford in attendance
October 26 Tandridge Chairman Halloween Dinner, Woldingham Golf Club Cllrs Julie & 
Norman Mockford in attendance.

The Council noted this report.  

He went on to say that it had been a busy three months and he highlighted events 
with Sister Parishes and Boroughs in the area, keeping our relationships good.  
Queen’s Walk development and the Travel Lodge were now open.  Remembrance 
Sunday was well supported marking 100th centenary of WW1 ending.  The Big 
Reveal was a huge success and very well attended. 
The many in the Public Gallery tonight represent so many different groups: 
Individual Youth Groups, RBL, Rotary and Lions.  The relationship with these 
groups is a great testament to this Council’s involvement in the Community

He presented the following cheques to the Youth Sports grant recipients, each had 
an opportunity to say how the grants would be spent :-

 Ashurst Wood Junior Football Club – under 8’s training in the winter months 
stating that age groups started from age 5.
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 East Grinstead Cricket Club – winter coaching and training facilities.

 East Grinstead Swimming Club – I was the first application for a grant in
some time and so very pleased to be awarded.

 Imberhorne School SSCO – the funds will go to the Young Coach Academy 
and will benefit both Imberhorne and Sackville Schools.

 Sackville School SSCO – Specifically for hard to reach groups and will 
include boxercise, training for the coaches and equipment will be funded.

 Chartham Park Golf Club – the funding will be going towards making golf 
available to students at the two senior schools as taster sessions.

 Synergy Trampoling – the funding will go towards an Olympic standard 
trampoline for national and international members.  It is £10,000 and they 
are raising money. The Cheque for Synergy has not yet been paid as per the 
condition of the award from the Council, they were wished well with their 
fundraising.  

Mr Ron Millen (Lions President) was presented with a town shield to mark the 50th

anniversary of East Grinstead Lions.  The Mayor thanked them for their contribution 
to the town. Mr Millen thanked the Mayor, Councillors and Clerk, also the past 
Mayors and past Clerk who had supported and helped the Lions to do all they do of 
a number of years.

Although an agenda item later The Town Mayor wished to pay tribute to the 
excellent work of the Poppy Appeal and for all the hard work that Lynda & John 
Railton had put in, it had been another excellent year and again record amounts of 
donations, £23,896 had been raised. In addition Mrs Jenny Watson presented a 
cheque for the sale of the poppies that were placed in the flower beds as part of the 
Town Councils’ Remembrance Commemoration for the 100th year.

45 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

Cllr Sweatman said that East Grinstead Town Council had a successful year with 
the staff and Councillors working hard together to make it all happen.  He will cover 
the achievements of the administration at the Council meeting of 1st April. He 
highlighted Anti-Social Behaviour problems in the town and damage to East Court, 
Compass garden, King George’s field etc over the past few days. He was pleased 
to advise that the Sackville College sign had been returned. The Railway Approach 
roadworks have started today for several weeks.  We will be supportive of the 
Traders and keep on top of the workers as they progress, reporting any signifcant 
periods of non-attendance.     

46 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING 

There was none.

47 PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE  - MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Councillor Norman Webster (MSDC Cabinet Member for Health & Community) gave 
the following update:  
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There are ongoing antisocial behaviour issues involving a small number of people in 
the District. Mid Sussex are working in partnership with Sussex Police, Youth 
Offending Service, Housing Associations and others to address the situation. It 
should of course be remembered that MSDC is not the policing authority.

MSDC ASB Officer has issued Acceptable Behaviour Contracts, in partnership with 
Sussex Police; they have mostly been accepted and supported by parents and 
carers. Where the ABC has not been acknowledged and there has been a refusal to
engage, other more serious options are being implemented. 

Overall there is a pleasing downward trend in many categories of reported crime. 
Areas that have seen an increase include business crime, criminal damage to 
vehicles and shop lifting, however there has also been a substantial drop in serious 
acquisitive crime.

The CCTV upgrade project has been implemented according to plan; Phase 1 
installation of replacement cameras has been completed across all 3 towns. 
Phase 2 will begin with a multi-agency site meeting to agree exact locations for the 
5 new cameras. Officers will then arrange for the camera columns to be installed.

A recent Mid Sussex Partnership Board meeting saw presentations by Homes 
England and AeCom on the Northern Arc Development and from West Sussex 
Public Health on health priorities.

Three Task and Finish groups have been suggested. The first being for health: a 
range of statutory and voluntary sector partners are involved in this work including 
the Clinical Commissioning Group, Public Health, Sussex Community NHS Trust 
and Healthwatch, amongst others. 

Priority areas which have been drawn from the above public health presentation 
are:

 Mental health and resilience in young people
 Living well in old age
 Workplace and key messages for working age people
 Targeting specific areas of need and “protected” groups

A proposed Community Task and Finish Group will look at developing work on the 
impact of housing developments on communities, with a specific focus on the 
Northern Arc programme. AeCom and Planning officers are already engaging with 
local communities and stakeholders. It is not clear what added value can be gained 
from forming a task and finish group at this time, but this group may be required 
later in 2019. 

The Community Safety Task and Finish Group is developing a number of projects 
focusing on youth or public spaces. These include:

 Youth Engagement Workshops: to work with young people who are 
currently, or who are at risk of disengaging with schooling.
 Keeping young people safe roadshows: Officers will be working with 
WSCC’s Community Safety team to deliver roadshows in the 3 towns for 
professionals in the voluntary sector. 
 Safeguarding in schools: Safeguarding training in schools will be delivered to 
ensure consistency and compliance within a Mid Sussex context.
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 Safe places pilot: The East Grinstead Town Council scheme for venues in 
East Grinstead, if successful may be rolled out to other areas of the district. 

The Partnerships and Performance Business Unit Leader, along with Cllr Webster
have met several times with representatives from Stone Quarry Crew, Clarion 
Futures Housing and their landscaping consultant regarding a community space 
development at Spring Copse. Whilst the final scheme design is agreed, we are 
awaiting a fully costed specification and confirmation of management options etc. 
In terms of Think Family Neighbourhoods work the Safe in Sussex – Freedom 
Programme to support women experiencing domestic abuse has been extended to 
financial year end. 

The deadline for the final Cabinet Grants Panel round of Community and Economic 
Development Grants for 2018/19 is 10 January. As funding from other sources 
reduces, Mid Sussex officers anticipate a high number of applications for the 
January deadline. 

East Grinstead Sports Club has recently been granted just under £144k.

The NEETS Project, which is contracted to YMCA Positive Placements is delivering 
well. YMCA have assisted 29 young people since April 2018, out of an annual target 
of 30, and of these 11 mentees have successfully exited the project.
As part of our Targeted Intervention Project MSDC is funding 16 families across the 
District who are in need of support to access help from the voluntary and community 
sector in specific areas of their lives. 

A draft Community Buildings Strategy has been submitted by consultants and will go 
to Scrutiny shortly.  Work is also ongoing to produce a Playing Pitch Strategy.  
The Football Association, in partnership with the Premier League and the Dept for 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, is committed to making a major investment in local 
football facilities nationally over the next 10 years. Officers have met the consultant 
to help develop our local plan.

Plans to make the Council’s main reception area ‘dementia friendly’ will be 
implemented shortly. The Dementia Friendly Mid Sussex group have agreed to work 
in partnership with MSDC on ‘Living Well’ events in 2019. 
The Wellbeing Service continues to exceed its YTD target of interventions to assist 
residents to lead healthier and engaged lives.

He then referred to the budget process: MSDC has a clear and robust process for 
Member scrutiny of the draft Corporate Plan and Budget which includes a 6 week 
consultation period.  The Scrutiny Committee for Leader, Resources and Economic 
Growth has until the end of this period to submit its comments on the proposals to 
Cabinet, which will review them at its meeting in early February. The Corporate Plan 
and Budget for 2019/20, with any necessary revisions, will then be submitted for 
approval by Council at its meeting on 27th February 2019, in the usual way. The 
final version will be published on the website.
MSDC aims to be an effective council delivering value for money services and 
helping to create a strong economy, environment and community.

They have four main priorities:

1. Effective and responsive services
The Council wishes to build on the performance of all of its services with a 
particular focus on further improving customer experience.
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2. Sustainable economic growth
The Council has an important role in supporting businesses, encouraging 
new ones and attracting inward investment.

One of the flagship activities in this area is to help to make Mid Sussex a 
vibrant and attractive place to do business. I want to thank the Town Mayor 
for his efforts to encourage local retailers to apply for match funded grants to 
upgrade their shop fronts and also to encourage business owners to enrol 
on the retail skills course being offered across Mid Sussex.

3. Strong and resilient communities
Continuing to work with partner organisations to build sustainable 
communities that will deliver a better quality of life for all.

A Question followed:- Is Mount Noddy Pavilion refurbishment still ongoing?
“Yes, this is moving forward and ASB measures in Mount Noddy are moving on”.

Councillor Webster was thanked for his update which was noted by the Council. 

48 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

Date Page Nos. Minute  No. 
(a) Planning 8-10-18 84-90 154-161
(b) Planning 29-10-18 91-96 162-170
(c) Planning 19-11-18      97-101 171-177
(d) Public Services 29-11-18    102-107 178-191
(e) Amenities & Tourism 6-12-18    108-112 192-206
(f) Planning 10-12-18    113-118 207-216
(g) Finance & General Purposes 13-12-18   119- 123 217-233

Councillor Visser proposed the Planning minutes.
Councillor Mrs Bennett (in the stead of the Chairman) proposed the Public Services 
Minutes, and gave an update that the safe places scheme details has been sent to 
Councillors for final comment before being presented to the meeting on 17th

January. Councillor Mrs Mainstone (in the stead of the Chairman) proposed the 
Amenities and Tourism minutes
Councillor Sweatman proposed the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
minutes.      

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the above Committees to 
confirm the decisions contained within them.

49 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS

The Town Mayor advised of the deeds needing sealing and noted the emergency 
decision to seal the Poundland agreement for the access to the Christmas Lights. In 
addition the Town Mayor thanked Cllrs Peacock and Mrs Mainstone, Town Clerk, 
Mrs Merricks and Mrs Broadley who pulled out all the stops to ensure the Christmas 
Lights could be switched on.           
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RESOLVED:  1) to authorise the seal to be applied to exclusive right 
of burial deeds: 2153 & 2154
2) The Imberhorne Allotment lease 

50 POPPY APPEAL

Having dealt with the substantive part of this item earlier in the agenda the amount 
raised was noted.   

51 TO REVIEW STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

The Council accepted the tabled amendments and 

RESOLVED :  1) To amend standing order 3(C) deleting the words “New 
Years Eve or” following “Where the first Monday in January is….” to 
now read :
In addition to the annual meeting of the Council, at least four other 
ordinary meetings shall be held in each year on the first Monday in 
January*, April, July and October. (*Where the first Monday in 
January is New Years Day, the meeting will be held on the second 
Monday).

And 

2) To amend standing order 5(f) for the words (as 
amended) in parentheses be inserted between “the original motion” 
and “becomes the substantial motion” to now read:
If an amendment to the original motion is carried, the original motion 
(as amended) becomes the substantive motion upon which further 
amendment(s) may be moved.

52 MID SUSSEX VOLUNTARY ACTION

Sue Edgson from Mid Sussex Voluntary Action (MSVA), mentioned how nice it was 
to see the community groups being presented with grants. She made the following 
points during her presentation:  

 MSVA support over 300 charities in West Sussex and they receive funding from 
West Sussex County Council and Mid Sussex District Council and ex gratia support 
such as from East Grinstead Town Council for the use of rooms.

 Members may be small or large Charities and community groups and membership is 
free to these groups.

 Julia Beckett has been working with the East Grinstead Museum and also Rotary for
the Living Well day that they are looking to run later in the year.

 Julia runs a monthly drop in for Community Groups at East Court on 3rd Thursday of 
the month.

 Volunteering is a challenge and nice to hear of young people and the Scouts were 
involved, reflecting the needs and resources available in the Community.

 “Beyond Fun ding dong” was a Mid Sussex Liaison Group recent event, looking at 
fund raising as well as support and challenges including cyber threats.



29

 Training programme for members include First Aid, Safeguarding, DPA developing 
fund raising etc.  These are subsidised: E-leaving, Food Hygiene, Fire Marshalling 
and equality and diversity.

 They also hold Volunteer Info days.
 A Bespoke volunteering website helps match volunteers with vacancies and 

promote engagement with Business Sector.  MSVA are members of the East 
Grinstead Business Association.  They are looking to find links to get businesses to 
support the Community.  Bulletins are issued regularly and anyone can sign up to it.

Questions followed:-
How smooth was the change of HAMSVA to MSVA as it has now been nearly a 
year? In many ways it is easier in the smaller patch, they can now concentrate on 
developing the organisations in Mid Sussex    Forming an West Sussex alliance with 
other variety of groups.

Are Mid Sussex DC very involved with the new organisation? Yes MSDC are very 
supportive and work alongside MSVA.

The Deputy Town Mayor gave a vote of thanks and the meeting thanked Sue in the 
usual way.   

53 The Town Mayor announced that the next meeting was 4th February 2019, thanked 
everyone for attending and contributing and advised that refreshment was available 
in the Parlour.  The meeting was closed at 20.12pm.    

SIGNED:

TOWN MAYOR


